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Mapping Workshop, October 30, 2015 

Overview of Essential Studies Program 

Preamble 

The extraordinary level of participation and effort on the part of Oregon Tech faculty members over the 

past three years is evidence that we value general education.  As currently designed, the Essential 

Studies program advances the goals of general education.  Instead of experiencing general education as 

something to “get out of the way,” students will see how general education is integral to an Oregon 

Tech education, is part of a meaningful learning trajectory, and helps prepare them for life beyond 

Oregon Tech. 
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ESLO—Essential Student Learning Outcome(s) ESSE—Essential Studies Synthesis Experience GEAC—General Education Advisory Council 

Assessment results indicate weak inquiry and 
analysis skills.  

Inquiry and Analysis 
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Students siloed in major-specific courses and 
with limited practice in several Essential 
Studies skills. This practice, which can be 
both narrow and limited, does not meet 
employer expectations for grads who can 
integrate major areas of study with other 
disciplines and who can apply all they have 
learned to real-world situations.   
 

The ESSE, designed as a co-curricular 
experience for students in different majors, 
requires collaboration in addressing real-
world challenges.  Also, Program-Integrated 
courses clearly identify ESLOs and target 
development in these outcomes.  
 

 

Model Description 

The Essential Studies program prepares students by providing intentional pathways that  

 build on a broad foundation in essential knowledge and skills, 

 integrate the ESLOs into the discipline through practice, and 

 culminate in a Capstone experience.  

Oregon Tech’s current GE program is a distribution model with specified credits in various content areas. 

Essential Studies is a hybrid model that requires some courses (distribution requirements) and then 

integrates outcomes into courses at the practice level.  It is important to note that the model includes 

both program-defined elements (Program-Integrated courses; Capstone 
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FAQs 

 Is the model presented today final? Almost. The purpose of this mapping exercise is to help programs assess 

the model’s impact on current curriculum, thus allowing faculty to provide feedback to the Task Force for 

revisions and 


