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Program Description and History 

The Business – Entrepreneurship/Small Business Management Option degree was first offered at 
Oregon Tech in the late 1990s. The focus of the Entrepreneurship/Small Business Management Option 
is to equip students with the skills necessary to step into a managerial position. Coursework within the 
degree provides students with both a broad understanding of all aspects of a business as well as more 
focused learning in key management areas. The Business degree program was awarded accreditation 
by the International Accreditation Council for Business Education (IACBE) in 2008 and was awarded 
reaffirmation of accreditation in 2015. This degree was redesigned and renamed fall 2018: B.S. in 
Business - Management Option.  The degree now allows more flexibility for students to pursue paths in 
entrepreneurship, business analytics or a self-designed option.  At the end of the 2019-20 academic 
year, the degree was offered online.   

 
Program Highlights 

Program Enrollment, Graduation and Employment Rates 
The Business – Management Option is offered on the Klamath Falls campus.  Total enrollment for 
2019-20 was approximately 23 students (all based in Klamath Falls). The program graduated 5 students 
for 2019.  The three-year annual starting salaries averaged $39,900.  The program has a 100% success 
rate (within six months of graduation students are employed or in graduate school).   

 
Industry Relationships 
Industry relationships for the Business Management degree program in the 2018-19 assessment 
period increased in both depth and breadth.  These relationships translate to internships, senior 
project opportunities, and job offers after graduation.  The growing list of industry partners that 



plan for an innovative medical technology startup and the second case was for a cryptocurrency 
company. As part of their win, they were provided an opportunity for a paid internship over summer 
2020. Students took advantage of the internships.   As result of the internships, these students were 
also offered full time positions following their graduation.  This team won the 2020 Oregon Tech Pride 
Award.  

 
Success Stories  
Business Management students speak highly of the courses they take as evidenced by course 









¶ Covid-19- Faculty did notice that the Covid-19 pandemic did make a significant impact on the 
students in their senior year.  The faculty plan to have further discussions regarding this new 
normal so we can offer flexibility and resiliency to better support students when uncertainties 
arise.   

 

¶ Operational Strategies and Improvements:  Approximately three years ago the department 



Program Level Review:  Results, Closing the Loop of Prior Action Plans, and Action Plans for this 
academic year:  

 

¶ 2019-20 Results: 

o Direct/ Senior Project: In the 2019-20 assessment year, 83% of students met the minimal 
acceptable performance level.  About four years ago, prior to the update of the curriculum 
and degree name change, students in this major did not consistently meet the 
requirements.  In fact, this major tended to perform the lowest of all the majors in the 
Business Management department.  Over the last few years there has been a continual 
increase in performance.   Despite the opportunity to have many options in the program, 
the curriculum has now started to focus on specific set of skills that are consistent within 
the major.   

o Indirect/Senior Exit Survey:  In the 2019-20 assessment year, 100% of students met the 
minimal acceptable performance level.  This was also true for the last three years.   

 

¶ Closing the Look Activities:  
o Technical Tools:  The program has continued to make improvement in the business 

technical tools that students learn and use within the program.  For example, there is 
more focus on research methods, as well as the GIS technology that students often use in 
their senior projects. It is critical to continue to make improvements in the next several 
years so students in this major graduate with a series of specific tools that can be applied 
in their senior project and career after graduation.     

o Competitions:  The department moved into having students compete in business case 
competitions this past year.  This opportunity became a win-win for both students and the 


