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BYLAWS 
OF 

OREGON INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 
 

ARTICLE I 
Name 

 
The legal name of this independent public body is Oregon Institute of Technology 
("University"). 
 

ARTICLE II 
Purposes of Organization 

 
The purposes for which the University is organized are to carry out and exercise the powers, 
rights, duties and privileges, within and outside this state, that are expressly conferred upon the 
University, or that are implied by law or are incident to such powers, rights, duties and 
privileges. 
 

ARTICLE III 
Board of expressly conferred upon the University,  or that are implied by law or are 

incident to such powers,  rights,  duties and privileges. The Board may delegate and provide for 
the further delegation of any and all such powers,  rights,  duties and privileges subject to 
limitations expressly set forth in law.  

2.  Membership. The membership of the Board is established by law. With the exception of 
the President of the University, the Trustees are appointed by the Governor of the State of 
Oregon and are subject to confirmation by the Oregon Senate in the manner prescribed by law.  

3.  Vacancies. A vacancy on the Board shall exist upon the death, resignation, removal or 
expiration of the term of any Trustee. A Trustee may resign at any time by delivering written 
notice to the Governor, the Chair of the Board of Trustees, and the President of the University. 
When a vacancy exists, the Board Chair, in consultation with the Executive Committee, shall 
contact the Office of the Governor with a recommendation concerning the filling of the 
vacancy. 
 
4.  Removal. The Governor may remove a Trustee other than the President as provided by 
law. The Board may terminate the status of the President as a Trustee by terminating the 
President's appointment as President of the University, subject to the rights, if any, of the 
President under a contract of employment. 
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b.  Notice of a regular or special Public Meeting must be given to each Trustee at least 48 
hours prior to the hour of the meeting, but longer advance notice as set forth in other 
Board action is preferable. Notice to each Trustee of an emergency Public Meeting shall 
be such as is appropriate to the circumstance. Notice of all such meetings may be given 
to Trustees orally either in person or by telephone or may be delivered in writing, either 
personally, by mail, by electronic mail, or by facsimile transmission. If provided other 
than by electronic mail, facsimile machine, or a telephone number on file with the 
Secretary, notice shall be deemed to be given three (3) days after deposit in the United 
States mail addressed to the Trustee at the Trustee's address on file with the Secretary 
for the purpose of receiving Board correspondence, with postage prepaid. If notice is 
provided by electronic mail, telephone, or facsimile transmission, notice shall be 
deemed given immediately if the notice is provided to the Trustee's 
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3. General Counsel. In consultation with the Board Chair and Vice Chair, the President shall 
appoint or remove the General Counsel. The General Counsel to the University is the chief legal 
officer of the University, and represents and advises the University, including the Board, 
officers, and employees, in all matters related to the affairs of the University. The General 
Counsel is authorized to accept legal process on behalf of the University. 

4. Secretary. In consultation with the Board Chair and Vice Chair, the President shall 
appoint or remove the Secretary. The Secretary shall cause the required notices of meetings of 
the Board to be sent to each Board member, and the preparation of the minutes, any audio 
recording, audio and video recording, streaming audio, or streaming audio and video of 
meetings. The Secretary is the custodian of and shall cause the minutes and any recording or 
transmission to be maintained in accordance with applicable records retention requirements. 
The Secretary will be the primary communication conduit for the Board, and will support the 
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ARTICLE IX 
Indemnity 

1.  Indemnification and Defense in General. 

a.  The University shall defend and indemnify any Trustee or Officer ("Party") against any 
Claim, whether groundless or otherwise, arising out of an alleged act or omission 
occurring in the performance of official duties. The University shall not provide 
indemnification and defense in case of malfeasance in office or willful or wanton neglect 
of duty. The University may cease to provide indemnification or defense upon a 
determination by the University, in its sole discretion, that an act or omission may 
constitute malfeasance in office, willful or wanton neglect of duty, or criminal conduct. 

b.  The University may choose to defend a Party under a reservation of rights. Any Party to 
whom the University is providing a defense shall cooperate fully with the University in 
the defense of such Claim. If the University determines, in its sole discretion, that such 
Party has not so cooperated or has otherwise acted to prejudice the defense of the 
Claim, the University may at any time terminate its defense and indemnity or proceed 
under a reservation of rights. 

2.  Legal Expenses when Claim is by a Governmental Entity or Professional Licensing 
Authority. 

a.  Expenses incurred by a Party in the defense of a civil Claim by a governmental entity or a 
professional licensing authority may be advanced or reimbursed by the University if the 
University, in its sole discretion, determines that the civil Claim arose out of the Party's 
performance of official duties. Such advancement or reimbursement constitutes part of 
the Party's official compensation package for purposes of ORS Chapter 244. The 
University may decline to reimburse a Party for any expenses incurred prior to the 
University's written commitment to provide reimbursement. 

b.  Expenses shall be paid by the University in advance of the final disposition of a civil 
Claim described in this section 2 at the written request of the Party if: 

(1)  The University determines, in its sole discretion, that the conduct of such Party 
was in good faith, and the Party reasonably believed that such conduct was in 
the best interests of, or not opposed to the best interests of, the University. 

(2)  The Party furnishes the University a written undertaking to repay such advance 
to the extent it is ultimately determined 
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3.  Legal Representation. The President or designee shall have the exclusive authority to 
select counsel and to defend against any Claim. The President will consult with the Party 
regarding any term of a settlement agreement that affects the legal rights of the Party. 

4.  Definition. The term "Claim" means any threatened, pending, or completed 
investigation, t


