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Board Policy on Debt Management 
Board of Trustees of Oregon Institute of Technology 

 
1.0 Authority of the Board of Trustees 

 
1.1 Under ORS 352.107, Oregon Institute of Technology is authorized to borrow money and 
incur debt.  Also, under ORS 351.365 to 351.379, the University is eligible to continue to receive 
proceeds from state bonds, or issue its own revenue bonds, or both, subject to the 
requirements of those statutes. 
 
1.2 With this new authority, Oregon Tech is responsible for the management of its debt 
portfolio and to ensure compliance with applicable compliance requirements. 
 
 
2.0 Previous Rules and Policies 
 
This policy supersedes the following Oregon University System rules and policies, which shall 
have no further effect at the University: Debt Policy, approved March 1, 2010; and Interest Rate 
Risk Management Policy, approved March 1, 2010. 
 
3.0 Purpose 
 
This policy sets forth the principles that will govern the use of debt to finance University capital 
projects and assigns responsibilities for the management of University debt. This policy 
describes the framework for approving debt financing for projects and for managing the 
University's debt capacity and debt affordability, which are important tools for furthering the 
University's mission. 
 
The University seeks to achieve the lowest cost of capital that is consistent with its risk 
tolerance and the principal of intergenerational equity. While the Debt Management Policy is a 
stand-alone policy, it should be considered in conjunction with liquidity and investment 
policies. 
 
4.0  Definitions 
 
4.1 "Bank Products" means financing obtained from banks or other third parties, rather 
than through capital markets, such as a line of credit. 
 
4.2 "Board" means the Oregon Institute of Technology Board of Trustees or the Executive 
and Audit Committee when authorized to act on behalf of the Board of Trustees. 
 
4.3 "Commercial Paper'' is a form of 
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Commercial Paper may provide interim financing for projects in anticipation of philanthropy, 
planned issuance of long-term debt or other sources of funds. 
 
4.4 "State-Paid Debt" means borrowings that are expected to be repaid from state 
appropriations. This includes Article Xl-G Bonds, Article Xl-M Bonds, certain Article Xl-Q Bonds, 
Lottery Bonds, and certain State Energy Loan Program (SELP) loans. 
 
4.5 "University-Paid Debt" means borrowings that are expected to be repaid from revenues 
of the University. This includes Article Xl-F(l) Bonds, certain Article Xl-Q Bonds, certain SELP 
loans, Revenue Bonds, Bank Products, Commercial Paper, and alternative financing structures, 
such as public-private partnerships, that would be either included in the University's balance 
sheet or considered on-credit by rating agencies. 
 
4.6 "Internal Financing" means the short-term loaning of University funds for use on a 
particular University project. Internal Financing may be utilized for emergency physical plant 
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and the President Žƌ�ƚŚĞ�WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ͛Ɛ�ĚĞůĞŐĂƚĞ�ŚĂƐ�Ă�ŐŽŽĚ-faith belief that doing 
so is consistent with best interests of the University: 
5.2.2.1  capital 
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6.0 Conditions Governing Issuance 
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6.5.6  If debt is issued through the State, the University will adhere to the 
requirements set forth by the State. 

6.5.7  As long as the University intends to remain eligible to receive proceeds from 
Article Xl(F )( l ) Bonds or Article Xl-Q Bonds to be repaid in whole or in part from 
University revenues or other moneys under control of the University, the 
University will not issue Revenue Bonds without first obtaining the approval of 
the State Treasurer, as provided in ORS 351.369. 

6.5.8  The University will utilize tax-advantaged debt when legally possible and 
reasonable and when tax-advantaged debt does not unnecessarily restrict the 
anticipated usage of the financed facilities. Projects financed with tax-
advantaged debt will be identified and tracked to ensure compliance with all tax 
and reimbursement regulations. Taxable debt will be utilized when the project 
does not qualify for tax-advantaged debt. The University will aim to amortize any 
taxable debt before any tax-advantaged debt if that reduces the overall debt 
cost of the University. 

6.5.9  In general, fixed-rate debt will be utilized. However, the University may utilize 
variable-rate debt when appropriate for a particular financing plan, taking into 
consideration bond market conditions, the University's liquidity position, and 
risks associated with variable-rate debt (including interest rate risk, remarketing 
risk and liquidity renewal risk). The University will not issue more than 20% 
variable-rate debt (including synthetic fixed-rate debt) as a percentage of 

Uiversity ry 
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7.2  Debt affordability is also a subjective measure and typically associated with income 
statement strength. Operating performance and the ability to meet debt service requirements 
will inform the affordability of existing and additional debt. 

 
7.3  The University recognizes that its strat




