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Section 1 – Program Mission  
 

The Oregon Institute of Technology Dental Hygiene Program provides an educational environment that fosters 
respect and encourages critical thinking. Its mission is to educate students to become primary healthcare providers 
who are well prepared to serve the public in multiple roles and who are empowered to become life-long learners. 
 
Th



Page 2 

Beginning in 1985, students had the option of completing a Bachelor of Science (BS) degree, and in 2003 the 
program began awarding the BS degree only.   

In 2005, Oregon Tech entered a partnership with ODS to provide a Dental Hygiene AAS program in La Grande. The 
partnership ended in 2017. In total 200 students graduated from the program. 

In 2009, Oregon Tech entered an agreement with Chemeketa Community College to offer the OT DHBS program in 
Salem. A committee of the Commission on Dental Accreditation conducted a special focused site evaluation on 
November 4, 2011. The accreditation status of the program at the time of the site visit was “approval without 
reporting requirements.” The program accepted its first cohort of students fall term 2011. The program accepts 20 
students annually. 

All students must complete prerequisite courses to be eligible for application to the program.  Acceptance to the 
program is selective. Applicants are accepted each spring and begin course work fall term. Seating is limited to 22 
students at Klamath Falls and 20 at Salem. 

 

Program Enrollment and Graduation Rates: DHAAS, La Grande 

ENROLLMENT  
Fall 2009 Fall 2010 Fall 2011 Fall 2012 Fall 2013 5 Year Difference 

25 26 21 23 26 Maximum = 26 
Minimum = 21 

GRADUATES 
2011 20012 2013 2014 2015 Average 
21 (84%) 24 (92.31%) 18 (85.71%) 23 (100%) 21 (80.77%) 88.43% 
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Hygiene Educational Program. The following is a list and definitions of the outcomes, and explanation of changes 
made during the meeting. 
  
 
PSLO 
CODA Standard 

Definition 

1 – Communicate 
Standard 2-15 

The dental hygiene graduate will be competent in communication and 
collaborating with other members of the health care team to support 
comprehensive patient care. 
Previously this read: “Graduate’s must be competent in interpersonal and 
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Dental Hygiene Student Learning Outcomes Table 
F – Foundation 
P – Practice 
C – Capstone 
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Section 5 – Curriculum Map 

 
 

Oregon Tech Dental Hygiene 

Curriculum 

 

Professional Courses—Sophomore Year 

OIT  CHEMEKETA  

Course # Course Name Credit  Course # Course Name Credit  

FALL  

DH 221 Dental Hygiene Clinical Practice I 4 DH 221 Dental Hygiene Clinical Practice I 4 

DH 225 Head & Neck Anatomy, Histology, 
Embryology 

3 DH 225 Head & Neck Anatomy, Histology, 
Embryology 

3 

DH 240 Prevention I 3 DH 240 Prevention I 3 

DH 366 Dental Anatomy 2 DH 366 Dental Anatomy 2 

CHE 360 
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SSc Social Science elective 3 SSc Social Science elective 3 
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Section 7 – Methods for Assessment 
 

ESLO #2/PSLO #2 Klamath Falls and Salem, DH 476 EBDH in Healthcare II, Suzanne Hopper 

PSLO #2: The dental hygiene graduate will be competent in critical thinking and problem solving related to comprehensive 
care and management of patients. 

ESLO #2: Inquiry and analysis consists of posing meaningful questions about situations and systems, gathering 
and evaluating relevant evidence, and articulating how that evidence justifies decisions and contribute to student’s 
understanding of how the world works. 

 
Assignment overview: In teams of three to four, students identify a clinical question from their patient 
experiences. The question involves a newer type of treatment or product and compares it to a gold standard using 
evidence-based decision-making principles (EBDM). The students repeat this assignment four times using a 
different question each time. Repetition gives students an opportunity to reinforce skills using EBDM principles. 
The first time students complete the assignment they use ‘lower-levels’ of research evidence to answer the clinical 
question. Each time they repeat the assignment they use higher levels of evidence – from cohort studies (2nd 
assignment), then randomized controlled trials (3rd assignment), and finally systematic reviews (4th assignment). 

Each assignment addresses a different clinical question. Students see how higher levels of research evidence have 
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We do not have an action plan for any change. The department met on September 19, 2018. We do not have a 
target for change because all direct and indirect assessments the results showed 100% of students rated 
themselves as proficient or high proficiency.  
 
 
 
 
 


